Homework Survey – Parents
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	1
	2
	3
	4

	Q. 1 Reinforces learning
	67.5%
	  31%
	  1%
	0.5%

	Q. 2 Organises time
	  40%
	  53%
	  7%
	0%

	Q. 3 Research
	  47%
	  48%
	  4%
	1%

	Q. 4 Shares learning with me
	  65%
	  34%
	 0.5%
	0.5%

	Q. 5 Helps me know what child is learning
	  61%
	 35.5%
	  3%
	0.5%

	Q. 6 Child as successful learner
	  46%
	  44%
	  8%
	2%

	Q. 7 Helps me encourage my child
	  59%
	 36.5%
	  3%
	0.5%

	Q. 8 Satisfied with content & time spent
	  36%
	  52%
	 9.5%
	2.5%


Average satisfaction rate


      52.5%     42%      4.5%    1%

Some parents returned a form for each individual child in their family while others returned one form for all of their children. This makes it difficult to state accurately the overall percentage of parents making returns. The percentage return lies somewhere between 55% (233 returns from 420 children) and 77% (233 returns from 302 families)

These statistics tell us that 94.5% of parents who made returns are of the opinion that the current arrangements for homework are satisfactory, while 5.5% of parents think that there could be better arrangements.

In an analysis of each aspect surveyed:

1. Almost all parents thought that homework reinforced learning.

2. Some parents with pupils in P1 & P2 did not think that their children were being helped with organising their time but thought that this would happen as they progressed through the school.

3. As with Q2, some parents with pupils in the early stages did not think that homework helped their children with research.

4. Almost all parents thought that homework helped them share in their child’s learning. 

5. Almost all parents thought that homework helped them know what their child was learning.

6. Almost all parents thought that homework helped them know if their child was being successful in their learning. Some parents commented that their child’s success could not be measured by homework alone. It was much broader.

7. Almost all parents thought that homework helped them encourage their child in his/her learning.

8. Almost all parents were satisfied with content and time spent on homework. This aspect threw up most inconsistencies. (i.e. most parents were happy with homework being given out on a Monday for the week, however some wanted homework to be given out every night, others only at weekends.) 
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Homework Survey – Parents’ Comments

Below is a summary of comments included in Questionnaire. The numbers in brackets indicate how frequently this or a similar comment was made.

Written homework should be given at weekends and mental midweek (1)

Would like more written Maths (2)

I like the fact homework is set on Monday (2)

Homework causes conflict between my child and me (1)

I would prefer homework set daily (2)

Not enough homework in P6 (1)

Homework varies from teacher to teacher (8)

Language homework could be more varied (1)

Homework is not always issued on Mondays (1)

Too much homework at P5 (4)

Fitting in homework can be difficult (2)

Would like all curricular areas covered over a period of time (1)

Infants don’t do research or organise their time (3)

Don’t like the term “Successful Learner” (2)

Child does not bring homework or communicate what has to be done (6)

P4 homework is greater than P6 (1)

Happy with all aspects (17)

Maths and Language is too much – it should be one or the other (1)

Emphasis on Language – should be more balanced (2)

Teachers should ask to see pupils’ timetables for completing homework (1)

In addition to Maths and Language children should do research on a specific project every week (1)

Classes / workshops for parents would be helpful (1)

More information on level of help parents should give would be helpful (2)

I would like more writing practice for P1 (1)

Homework time is when I find out what happens in school (1)

P1 should have more Maths and a homework diary (1)

With a busy schedule it is difficult to cover homework every night – my child worries if we have not had time (1)

Would like feedback from teachers in homework jotters (2)

Pace of Sound Steps in P1 is too fast (1)

Would like to see weekly assessments in jotter to gauge how my child is doing. (1)

Would like more varied homework (e.g research over 2 week period) (3)

Homework does not give a gauge of their ability since there is no way to compare it to the Learning Outcomes (1)
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