St Fillan’s Parent Council – Minutes 
Date: 7th October 2025 
Time: 6.30pm 
Location: St Fillan’s Primary School 
Prepared by: Alexa Walsh 
Present: Scott McGregor (SM); Brian Bourke (BB); Bridie Gibb (BG); Martin Beveridge (MB); Claire Burns; Masooma Jaffri; Michelle Barker (MBK); Alexa Walsh (AW); Claire Dunn (CD) and Gemma McKenna. 
Apologies: Maria McKinney (MM); Ailsa Davie; Marie McCoy; Jo Crompton; Melissa Sweeney (MS); Sara Keane (SK); Julie Keane and Chris Peacock. 
 
1. Opening Prayer 
Led by BB.
 
2. Welcome and Apologies 
Vice Chair (SM) welcomed attendees. Apologies recorded. 
 
3. Minutes from Previous Meeting 
Emailed to the group on 1st October 2025. 
 
4. Headteacher’s Report 
Care Inspectorate Report 
St Fillan’s Nursery Class has just been visited by the Care Inspectorate.  The visit went very well and the nursery staff are very pleased with the findings of the report. BB will share the report with parents when it is published next month. 
[bookmark: _Hlk213420838]
* Junior Road Safety Officer Lord Provost Award 
Our JRSO children Maia and Sorcha attended the City Chambers to collect the school’s Lord Provost Award. This award is in recognition of the school’s commitment to Road Safety and for their participation in the council’s “Safer Street’s” Campaign.
 
Inservice Day Planning/ Staff CLPL 
All staff in the learning community are visiting St Fillan’s during the afternoon of Friday 10th October 2025. A representative from Education Scotland is coming to speak about Curriculum Reform. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk213420851]* GDSS Training (Glasgow Dyslexia Support Service)
The school are working with Glasgow Dyslexia Support Service (GDSS) as part of this year’s School improvement Plan to support children with literacy difficulties. A Blue ribbon was given to every child in the school during Dyslexia awareness week to raise awareness of this. Glasgow Dyslexia Support Service have provided whole staff training for both teachers as well as support staff on strategies to use across the stages to support children with literacy difficulties. GDSS have continued to provide advice to our working group throughout the first term. 
* Glasgow School’s Forum 
As part of Glasgow City Council promotion of pupil voice across the city two of our P7 pupils took part in the latest Glasgow school’s forum. This forum has had input on a variety of different city initiatives. Yesterday the children were given to opportunity to speak about the Commonwealth Games as well as different activities linked to Anti Bullying

Mass in Christ the King  
The whole school will attend Christ the King on Thursday 9th October 2025 to celebrate Pilgrims of Hope Mass. 
 
Reconciliation Enrolment 
All parents of P3 children who wish to make their Reconciliation are invited to enrol their children for this Sacrament at Mass on Sunday 16th November 2025. 
 
P1 Open Afternoon 
This will be held in November 2025 and is open to anyone who is considering sending their child to St Fillan’s. 
 
Author Visit 
Children from St Fillan’s Nursery Class and children from P1-P3, enjoyed a visit from Debbie Quinn, an author who delivered a live storytelling session of her book, Leonard’s Lunch. The children seemed to really enjoy this and had the chance to meet Leonard the Lion. 
 
School Development team coaches finishing in the Summer 
New coaches will be needed. 
 
Fun Run 
This is for children in P6-P7.  It will take place in King’s Park on the 23rd October 2025. 
 
Parental Engagement with Mrs Crompton  
Mrs Crompton has been delivering Literacy workshops to the parents of children in P1. These have been well received and well attended. 
 
Rosary on the Pitch 
Parents/Carers are invited to come to the pitch every Friday during October 2025 to celebrate the Rosary.  If the weather is not suitable, the rosary will take place in the school hall. 
 
Parking Update  
[bookmark: _Hlk213420866]BB is going to speak with PC Christopher O’Neill and ask him to come for another visit.  Parking around the school is an ongoing issue and is hard to manage.   
 

5. PC/PTA Merger  
5a) PC Constitution Approval 
Discussion 
· MB, SK and MM have been working on this 
· Following the merger with the PTA, the Parent Council Constitution required updating with additional functions 
· The current Constitution of the Parent Council has a number of defects. 
· Any comments about the updated Constitution are welcome. 
· The new Constitution has objectives and functions to reflect the new group. 
· The Parent Council is solely to benefit the school. 
· The group can call themselves what they like but Kathryn Farrow would like us to be the Parent Council.  This is also the name on the bank account so will be easier to continue to call ourselves the Parent Council.
· We can have as many sub-groups as we like and the people in these groups do not need to be Parent Council members and therefore would not need to attend PC meetings. 
· The new Constitution has flexibility. 
· If there are no objections to the new Constitution tonight, a draft will be sent to the school.  It will be available on the school website and in the newsletter and the parents in the school will have time to consent to it. At the next meeting, we will have a vote and acknowledge any other votes that have come in. After this, the Constitution will go through and not be looked at again for a few years. 
· CD raised a question regarding roles in the Parent Council being held for 2 years. The motion was raised to reduce this to 1 year and this was seconded by SM. MB will make this change before sharing the new Constitution with the wider parent community. 
Actions:
	Action
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	Changes to be made to current Constitution  
	MB
	ASAP

	Wording to be sent to BB for school website and newsletter
	MB
	ASAP

	
	
	



5b) PVG Confirmation 
Discussion 
· MB attended an online training session on PVGs with BB. New rules around PVG have been effective since July and have consequences for Parent Councils. 
· If you are performing a regulated role, you must have a PVG. 
· Regulated roles are complicated. 
· There is no general rule.  It all depends on the activity which is taking place. 
· Adults that have regular contact with children may need a PVG and adults who have unsupervised contact will need a PVG. 
· Someone who is not in actual contact with children but who has control or influence over children may also need a PVG. Someone with decision making power or some office bearers may need a PVG. 
· We may need to think about how we move forward with this. We could do it on a case by case basis or we could PVG anyone who might need it for an event. 
· The whole situation is not simple. 
· We would need to get PVG checked through Volunteer Scotland as Parent Council and school PVG’s are separate. 
· CD suggested that we minute discussions of PVGs at every meeting so that we have a paper trail if we need it. 
· MB suggested that someone in the group takes control of PVGs. He also suggested a Governance and Compliance sub-group could be formed. MB volunteered to be part of the group but would need one or two other people to help. 
· It was also suggested that all the people in Fundraising groups could be PVG checked. This led to the discussion around PVGs and GDPR. 
5c) GDPR Policy Queries 
· GDPR Policy may need to be looked at and updated. Current guidance may not be correct. 
· Setting up a one drive would not affect GDPR as no personal data would be stored there. 
5d) Social Media and Code of Conduct Policies 
· Some members have sent digitally signed copies of Social Media and Code of Conduct Policies to AW. 
· Some members have given signed paper copies to AW. 

6. Funding Grants 
· MBK and CD have been liaising about potential grants. 
· A spreadsheet has been created to track what we can apply for. 
· MBK asked BB if he could let us know about priorities within the school and some details about how much would be needed, the demographic of the pupils etc. 
· It can be hard to get funding but something that benefits the community is more likely to get funding. 
· Battlefield Primary was given as a good example of managing to raise a lot of money. They have a donation facility on their website which could be a good idea for St Fillan’s. 
· BB mentioned that the school needs Art and Design resources and that this is on the school improvement plan.  He also mentioned that the school would benefit from some new PE Equipment and money for outdoor play equipment. 
· BG mentioned that the school would like to create an outdoor space similar to the nursery, for the P1 and P2 children. 
· Maths Grant of £500 to be spent. BG will provide a list of resources to be purchased. 
· MBK asked BB if it would be OK to apply to Fareshare, a charity that may be able to help provide fruit for Fruity Friday. 
· BG shared with the group that Virgin Money has given the school £2,000 for new coding equipment. This equipment has now arrived at the school. 
· £1,000 donation from the Parent Council that was to be used for a new reading scheme for the infant department will now be used to purchase books for P4 and P5. School will identify what books they need. 
	Action
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	Provide information about priorities within the school that we could apply for funding for  
	BB
	ASAP

	Provide list of resources that are to be purchased using Maths Grant
	BG
	ASAP

	Identify books that £1000 donation for Parent Council can be used for
	BB/BG
	ASAP




7. Finance/Budget Update 
Discussion 
· The PTA bank account has been closed and the money has been transferred to the Parent Council bank account. 
· There are three signatories on the account at the moment. Two signatories will leave the Parent Council in 2026 so new signatories will be needed. 
· Two signatures are needed for every transaction. 
· CD would like to apply for a debit card for the account and everyone agreed to this. 
· The current bank account charges for everything so we might move bank accounts next year. 
	Action
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	CD to apply for Debit Card for bank account 
	CD
	ASAP


 
8. PTA Update 
Discussion 
· Leavers hoodies: SK has been dealing with this. The design has been done. The children still need to be measured. The hoodies are being paid for by a sponsored walk the P7 children did last year when they were in P6. 
· Halloween disco: Tickets are on sale now. 35 tickets have been sold since Friday. 
· Couch to 5K: This has raised £380 so far. It was suggested that this money is used to pay for Halloween expenses and the rest be saved. 
· Christmas Fayre: BG confirmed that the date of the Christmas Fayre is 22nd November 2025.  The sub-group for this has already met and have decided to do Breakfast with Santa. BB and BG have agreed to allow us to use an area in the infant department for Breakfast with Santa. Tickets for this will be sold beforehand. 
· Photos for Calendars: Idea to pre-order at Parents Night – sample on display. MBK has purchased a template from Etsy and MS has agreed to take the photos. 
	Action
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	Organise calendars
	MBK and MS
	October/November



