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Minutes of Parent Council Meeting
Monday, 19 November 2018
Present
David McKean (DM)


Parent Council Member (Chair)

Des McGuire (DMcG)


Parent Council Member (Vice Chair)

Patricia Dobson (PD)


Parent Council Member (Treasurer)

Paul Coleman (PC)


Parent Council Member

Maria McKinney (MMcK)

Parent Council Member (joint)

John Brawley (JB)


Parent Council Member

Frances
Blair (FB)


Church Representative

Brian Bourke (BB)


Head Teacher

Gillian Hamilton (GH)


Deputy Head Teacher

Julie Ionta (JI)



Clerk to the Parent Council








Apologies
Anne Marie Balmer


Parent Council Member (joint)

Andrew Carse



Parent Council Member

David Reilly



Parent Council Member

Margo Brennen



Community Representative

Bridie Gibb



Staff Representative
	
Agenda
	Action

	
	

	1
	Opening prayer / Welcome / Apologies
The meeting opened with the school prayer.  DM welcomed Gillian Hamilton, new Depute Head Teacher to the meeting.

	

	2
	Approval of Minutes 8 October 2018
Minutes were approved.  


	

	3
	Review of Activity Tracker
Please see attached.
	

	4
	Head Teacher Report
Mr Bourke was pleased to confirm that Gillian Hamilton joins St. Fillan’s Primary and Nursery Class on Monday, 26 November. 
Transitions from P7 to Secondary School – there is a parent meeting at Holyrood on 20 November.  There will be four workshops for Art, Science, Drama and English.  Holyrood’s S1 DHT has also spoken to P7 about transition from Primary to Secondary School  Some P7 pupils have been attending the Bridging the Gap programme.  A prayer breakfast with Holyrood has also been organised for P7 pupils.

Mr Bourke will be attending a Civic Reception along with two P7 pupils as part of the last in the 100 years of Catholic Education celebrations. 

The two P7 pupils who took part in the Public Speaking competition at Holyrood did very well and were a credit to the school giving humorous and interesting talks.

Community Police have been talking to the pupils attending the Hampden Conga.

It’s a busy time coming up to Christmas with School Nativities, PTA Christmas parties and different classes holding activities.

The School improvement plan to be added to website.  BB has been working with other primary schools within the are looking at writing and moderating, mathematics.  

iPad – will be distributed to staff first of all and then to pupils six months after.  P7 pupils will receive their iPads when they start S1.  Staff training will begin in January.


	

	5
6

6.1

6.2


	Finance Report
PD advised that there was nothing to report.  Some money has been used for retirement gifts and the amount needed to support the Grant Application has been set aside.
Communication


Incoming Comms – all circulated

Training and Networking – opportunities circulated


	

	6.3
6.4
7

         8


	Holyrood PC 
No update from last Holyrood Parent Council Meeting.
PTA Update – Plans for Christmas Fair on 8th December going well.  PTA Christmas Parties and P7 pizza lunch taking place at beginning of December.  Christmas Hamper boxes are in classrooms waiting for donations.  Dinner dance taking place on 14th December.
Review of Constitution
Thank you to DM and PD for working on the amendments to the constitution.  St. Fillan’s PC constitution was compared to that of other schools and some differences emerged.  The best of these differences were selected to be incorporated into our own constitution.
The amendment to Clause 14 – JB asked if a charitable donation could be made rather than sending the money in the PC bank account to the Education Authority should the school close.  It was felt by DM that this might not be appropriate.

BB asked if there could be an addition to the aims and objectives of the Parent Council.  It was agreed that the first objective should be changed to “Promote partnership between the School, parents, Roman Catholic Church and the wider community.”

DM also highlighted the amendments to membership numbers in that an increase to ten members has been proposed.  An amendment has also been made to ensure that there is always parent representation from Nursery, Infant and Upper School.  The amendments propose that a co-opted Nursery member is possible.  These particular proposed changes should be kept in mind for AGM.
DM to draft full amended constitution for PC members to review before it is posted at school reception and website.  Old and new constitution to be posted together to allow changes to be seen.  Tweet and or Groupcall message with link to website to be sent out to parents.

AOB
Venue for meetings – The cost of the let for the meeting room in St. Fillan’s will be met and for the foreseeable future the PC meeting venue will be in the School.
DMcG asked if the time of the Parent Council meeting still suited all members.  It felt by all present that the meeting should continue to start at 6.30pm.

Thank you - DM passed around a thank you card from Monica McNulty for her retirement said that Liz Stewart had sent an e-mail to thank the PC for her present.

Website - DM asked PC about the renewal of the website licence.  PC advised that this wasn’t something that he could follow up and BB agreed to check with BG.

Newsletter - DM asked that a newsletter be issued before Christmas.  Topics include for this and future newsletters include:

· HT selection and interview

· Retirements

· Interview with HT

· Traffic

· Grant application

· Heating

PC and DR to put together newsletter.

Signatories - PD asked if there were two people willing to become signatories and PC and MMcK agreed to help.  PD will arrange with PC and MMcK for the necessary forms to be completed.

Football – JB asked if there was the possibility of new football kit for the B team.  JB to speak to BG re what is currently available.

Remembrance Service – DMcG mentioned that the children who attended where a credit to their families and the school.  

Singing - DMcG also said that the singing was particularly good and thought that it might be a way for the school to fundraise.  JI to take to PTA.

Next meeting - Monday 21 January 2019
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